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A WORD FROM YOUR PASTOR 

Dear FUMC members and friends, 

Grace and peace to you, and a blessed new year! I have already received several questions about the 

new protocol that was released that seeks to end the decades-long disagreements in the UMC that have 

centered around human sexuality.  Did the UMC split? Is this a done deal? Borrowing from some other 

sources to compile this response, here is some necessary information: 

1. Know what did NOT happen 

News of this story broke in every major secular and Christian news outlet from the New York Times to 

Christianity Today, and most led with some headline announcing that the UMC had split, had agreed to 

split or had announced that it was going to split.  Let’s make it clear:  the UMC has not split and has 

not announced it would. 

The only body able to speak for the United Methodist Church is General Conference.  In this confusing 

time, it is important to reiterate that. For those that need a refresher, the General Conference is a global 

legislative gathering that happens once every four years (unless a special session is called as happened 

in 2019). They speak by voting on proposals to amend or change the UMC Book of Discipline which is 

our denomination’s guiding rule book. The next General Conference will meet in Minneapolis May 5-

15 this year. 

2. Know What DID Happen 

If the United Methodist church didn’t split, then what happened?  A group of 16 that represents every 

major group on every end of the spectrum in the Methodist Church comprised of pastors, Bishops, and 

lay people met with a professional mediator to come to an agreement on how to deal with this problem. 

Through those meetings they created the protocol that was released on January 3 that spells out how 

they agreed to peacefully end the 47-year fight. 

What may be the most important piece of the protocol is that every leader in the group agreed to 

abandon their group’s own General Conference legislation (often referred to as a “plan”) and instead 

support the legislation that will be created around the principles in the protocol.  

What are some of the principles?  In the most general terms, the protocol allows for the creation of a 

new, traditionalist denomination (and possibly other denominations) and to maintain the United 

Methodist Church (called the post-separation UMC in the protocol). Annual conferences will be able to 

vote to join the new denomination(s) with a vote of a 57% majority (a number agreed upon in the 

mediation process).   

 



 

If a local congregation doesn’t agree with the way their annual conference votes, the church’s 

Administrative/Church Council can vote then send it to a congregation-wide vote (church conference) 

to join one of the newly-formed denominations.  If no vote happens at either an annual conference or 

local church level, the church will stay within the existing, post-separation UMC. 

That’s the basics. If you don’t have time to read eight pages, it should help give you the lay of the land. 

3. Know the Process 

Please know this is far from a done deal; though, it is the closest to a done deal the UMC has ever seen 

around this issue.  To use a legislative phrase, this is how the sausage is made: from this point a group 

of the leaders that created the protocol with the mediator will draft legislation.  That legislation will be 

reviewed by the Judicial Council (the Supreme Court of the UMC) to see if it is constitutional.  It will 

then likely be edited again based on their feedback and brought to that General Conference gathering in 

May. The General Conference will then have the right to edit the legislation and vote on it deciding 

whether the process will be made into church law.   

Based upon the process outlined above, there may be significant changes enacted by the General 

Conference. If the protocol remains largely intact, the new denomination(s) will have until May of 

2021 to register as a new denomination.  Annual conferences will have until July 1, 2021 to vote and 

local churches until December 31, 2024.  

So, what do we do? No official action will come until May at General Conference, but in the meantime, 

I will be doing the following, and I encourage you to do the same:  

1. PRAY. This is a pivotal time in the life of our denomination and our church. This requires much 

more time talking to God and much less time talking amongst ourselves. Please bathe this matter in 

prayer. 

2. READ. There are several links available that lead to the primary documents. We also have printed 

copies in the church office. I strongly encourage you to read the actual documents, not the news stories 

that take various slants. Avail yourself of the process; be informed. 

3. ASK. I invite any clarifying questions or comments one-on-one. I have had some requests already to 

host some listening sessions surrounding this protocol, as well as some of the other plans presented. 

Dates and times will be forthcoming. 

 

Lastly, remember that in the history of the people called Methodists, since the founding conference in 

1784 there have been no less than six divisions, reformations, and mergers. They happen on average 

about every 40 years. The most recent occurred in 1968 to form the United Methodist Church (a 

merger of the Methodist and Evangelical United Brethren Churches). This is not a new thing in the 

history of the church, but it is critical that we address it with grace.  

      Yours in Christ, 

      Dr. Bill >)))’> 

 



                           
 

 

 

Veritas is the premier event for ACCYM. Each year, more than 1,400 youth and youth leaders 

from across the Arkansas Conference come together to celebrate what it means to live a 

connected Christian life. Nationally-known speakers and musicians headline this amazing 

experience, where young people will learn to encounter the Lord in new and deeper ways. 

 

Veritas is open to all youth from 6th grade through 12th grade.  Register with Carissa at the 

church or at carissa.tarkington@arumc.org. Registrations are due by January 22, and a $50 

deposit is due with registration. 

 

Wednesday Night activities for First Youth and First Kids will 

resume on January 22.  



 



 



   
  

  

MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
 

 
 

The UMW Sylvia Claiborne Circle will meet Monday, January 13 at 6:30pm in the John Mac 
Smith Classroom. 

The Owen-White Circle will meet Tuesday, January 21 at 1:30pm in Deneke Hall. 

 

 

The United Methodist Men will meet Tuesday, January 14 at 6:30pm in Deneke 

Hall. 

First Youth are offering specialty coffee drinks on Sundays.  These drinks are 

offered before the 9:00am service starting at 8:30am and before Sunday 

School from 10:00-10:15am.  The drinks offered are French Vanilla Coffee, 

French Vanilla Latte, Mocha Latte, and Caramel Latte. The drinks are available 

in Deneke Hall and at the Welcome Center.  There is no charge for the drinks 

but donations are accepted.  All donations will go towards First Youth 

missions and trips.   

 



 

Our Wednesday Bible Studies have begun for 2020.  There are three 

opportunities on Wednesdays:  

 The Morning Women’s Bible Study is at 10:00am and meets in the 

Conference Room.  This study is led by RaeAnne Collins. 

 The Evening Women’s Bible Study is at 5:45pm and meets in the 

Conference Room.  It is led by Janet Burnham and will meet beginning on 

January 22, 2020. 

 The Adult Discipleship Study is at 6:00pm and meets in the Round Table 

Classroom.  It is led by Rev. Dr. Bill Buchanan.  More information on this 

study follows below. 
 

The Evening Study will be using the following book to begin this year’s 

studies: 

 

 

In this 12-session small group Bible 

study, Twelve Women of the Bible, 

Lysa TerKuerst, Elisa Morgan, Jeanne 

Stevens and others look at the spiritual 

lessons learned from twelve biblical 

women and their implications in life 

today. 



 

ADULT DISCIPLESHIP CLASS will begin a six-week study of the Sermon on the Mount (Matthew 

5-7) starting Wednesday, January 15th in the Round Table Classroom (Johnson Building) at 6:00 p.m.  

This is a good time to get back into Bible study and discipleship! 

 

Building Better Moms will meet Thursday, January 16 at 5:30pm in Deneke Hall.  All 

mothers are invited!! 

 

Many women in the East Central Arkansas Community Correction Center, located in the old 

hospital, are unable to purchase their essential items.  If you can help by donating any of the 

items listed below to the church, they will be delivered to the Center.  No clothing or books at 

this time, please.  Contact Diane Berry at  

870-636-8477 if you have any questions. 

Thank you in advance. 

 

Items needed: 

 

     Deodorant           Ponytail Ties 

   Shampoo             Conditioner  

 Toothbrushes     Toothpaste  

                                                           Combs                 Soap       



                                         

         

 

 

 

    

      

 

 

 

               

Enjoy singing?  Come 

join our  

Praise Band or our 

Chancel Choir and sing 

on Sunday Morning 

with us!  The Praise 

Band rehearses at 

6:30pm Wednesdays 

and the Chancel Choir 

rehearses Wednesdays 

at 7 PM. Help us make 

a joyful noise each 

week!  Call the church 

office for details. 

 

RONALD MCDONALD HOUSE BINGO 

We will be going to the Ronald 

McDonald House Sunday, January 12 

to play BINGO and we need 

volunteers.  We will meet in the 

Deneke Hall parking lot at 2:30pm.  

Please text Kay Tucker (901-896-9424) 

or Linda Horton (901-634-5410) or call 

them if you can help.  Your assistance 

will be greatly appreciated!! 

 



 
 

Aerobics resumes on Monday, January 13 at 6:00pm in  Deneke Hall.  Everyone 

is invited! 

 

 
 

The Trustees will have their first meeting of 2020 on Tuesday, January 21 at 6:00pm in the 

Conference Room. 

 
 

If you haven't had the chance, it's not too late to bring your Covenant card by the church 

office.   You can also place them in the offering plate on Sunday.  It's been a busy season, but 

we want to hear from everyone.  All of our hands, hearts and gifts contribute to your church's 

Missions and Goals! 



 

As we begin 2020, take a moment and review some of the highlights of 2019.  

FUMC had a big, busy and wonderful year!  Just look at all your church has 

been doing this year! 

      

     

    



     

    

     

    



        

   

      

     



     

     

     

     
 



     

    

    

   
 

 

 



     

     

   

 



    

 

 

 

 

 

       



 
In the month of December, FUMC issued 5 referrals to the Good Neighbor Center and two to 

the Eighth St. Mission for Jesus Christ.  We issued a voucher letter for 

1 hotel room for transients. 

 



 

FUMC Calendar January 12 – January 18 

 

Sunday, January 12 

9:00am – Contemporary Worship – Deneke Hall 

10:00am – Sunday School 

11:00am – Traditional Worship – Sanctuary 

2:30pm – Ronald McDonald House Bingo – Deneke Lot 

5:00pm – First Youth 

8:00pm – Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

Monday, January 13 

9:00am – Preschool 

10:00am – PEPPI – Deneke Hall 

6:00pm – Aerobics – Deneke Hall 

6:30pm – UMW Sylvia Claiborne Circle – John Mac Smith Classroom 

 

Tuesday, January 14 

9:00am – Preschool 

6:30pm – United Methodist Men – Deneke Hall 

8:00pm – Alcoholics Anonymous 
 
 

Wednesday, January 15 

9:00am – Preschool 

10:00am – Women’s Morning Bible Study – Conference Room 

6:00pm – Adult Discipleship – Round Table Classroom 

6:30pm – Praise Band Practice – Deneke Hall 

7:00pm – Chancel Choir Practice – Choir Room 

 

 

Thursday, January 16 

9:00am – Preschool 

10:00am – PEPPI – Deneke Hall 

8:00pm – Alcoholics Anonymous 
 

 

Friday, January 17 

9:00am - Preschool 

 

Saturday, January 18 
 

FUMC has an archive of our Traditional Worship services. Our Traditional Worship services 

and other videos from FUMC are featured on our YouTube channel. Subscribe to our channel 

so you can quickly access this and future services. This link takes you to our channel page:  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-KqwID67girL0u4JWklrbA 

Any comments or suggestions are welcomed!! 

  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC-KqwID67girL0u4JWklrbA?fbclid=IwAR3GsDt6_5W59P_BEu4H2K-QBwyq-64JHbCM9xhIUOtogEDh-b_TDotnNjI


 

WEST MEMPHIS PRAYER LIST 
Our shared prayer life is a vital component of our faith practice for the congregation, staff, and pastor at First Church, West 

Memphis. We invite you to share any concerns with the pastor and staff with the Prayer Request Cards which are located 

in the pews along with the offering envelopes. Please list your concerns and place the card in the offering plate.  Update us 

on their status after 30 days if possible, please. When prayer has been answered, kindly let us know so we may celebrate 

and remove the name/issue from the list. The pastor will lift up those recently hospitalized and deaths of members of the 

congregation during the worship services. The following includes those for whom specific prayers have been requested: 

 

Church and Community 

Our church, staff, pastor, and members                               Mayor Marco McClendon/City Council  

All the servicemen and women (local and national)                                                Our Country and Our World 

Peace on Earth                                                                                               Local School Districts   

                                                              The United Methodist Church                      

 
Nursing Home/Assisted Living/Homebound 
Griffin Elzey  Bert Goucher  Doris Johnson  Barbara McGinnis 

Tom Murphy  Terri Catt  Eveline Vaughn  Lucy Lee Reeder 

Betty Jo Stillions  Virginia Smith  Nancy Ezell  Richard Provost 

Nona Simpson 

 

 
 

Long Term Prayer 
Butch Cordell  Abi Blankenship Sandy Cook  Martha Anne Weaver 

Ruby Riley  Tash Sullivan  Dustin Roberson Clovesia Hutchinson 

Colin Diekamper Wilma Lucas  Kelli Blankenship Quincy Coleman 

Randy Northcutt Cindy Cloyd           Leimomi Torres  Lou Kelley 

Carolyn Schreiner William Guerrero           Fannie Guerrero Marc Stringer 

Mike Hardage   Lesia Ford               Jan Williams  Cindy Bottenfield  

Samantha Holt 
 

 

 

Families of Deceased 

Lucille Person 

 
 

Lift Up in Prayer 
Vance Morgan  Anita Manning Platt      Jerry Maloy                      Lonnie Taylor 

Judy Boston              Marty Catt              Pat Snodgrass           Betty Provost   

Steve Sullivan         Joe Baratti              Rev. Dr. Bob Burnham    Art Bettis  

Toby Steele  Sherry Goodrich Ed and Joyce Smith   Kate Stall 

Patsy Catt  Sherry London  Adrienne Thomas   Shirley Bailey 

Alice Gulliams     Yvonne Traugh    Gene Wilson    Katelyn and Witt Vaughan 

Ruby Wigginton Gage Harvel  Marsha Helmick 

 

 

 

Please contact the church office at 870-735-1805 or fumcwm@arumc.org with any Prayer List additions.   
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Our Mission Statement expresses our WHY: 

 

GROUNDED in love 

GROWING in Christ-likeness 

GOING out to serve 

 

 

Our Vision Statement embodies our God-given aspiration: 

“The vision of First United Methodist Church of West Memphis is to be a 

welcoming, Christ-centered, missional United Methodist community of faith.” 

  

 

"We Are Your Home Base" for  

being Grounded in the love of Christ,  

Growing in the image of Christ, and 

Going out to serve in the name of Christ. 

 

 

Our Core Values are those that have been held by the Church for centuries: 

  

Passionate Worship 

Authentic Community 

Risk-taking Outreach/Mission 

Bold Witness 

Christ-centered Teaching/Discipleship 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The 2020 Flower Calendar is 

posted in the Sanctuary 

hallway. Sign up now to 

reserve your special Sunday. 
 


